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SUBSIDY FOR WHEELCHAIR TAXIS IN REGIONAL WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

4968. Hon GIZ WATSON to the Minister Assisting the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 

I refer to a newspaper article which appeared in The Kalgoorlie Miner on Friday 13 October 2006, titled 
'Wheelchair taxi subsidy call', concerning country taxi drivers calling upon the State Government to extend a 
subsidy for wheelchair taxis to regional Western Australia, and I ask -  

(1) Can the Minister explain why the Government has adopted a policy of not providing multi purpose taxis 
in the country area of Kalgoorlie with a $5 subsidy? 

(2) If no to (1), why not? 

(3) Is the Minister aware that country taxi operators in Kalgoorlie and other country areas pay more for 
fuel, tyres and parts outside of the Perth metropolitan area, and the subsidy currently provided only to 
Perth metropolitan taxi operators would greatly assist country taxis providing a service to people who 
require wheelchair pickups? 

(4) If no to (3), why not? 

(5) If yes to (3), how long has the Minister been aware of this? 

(6) Can the Minister explain the rationale as to why the Department of Planning and Infrastructure does not 
offer a capital grant of $15 000 dollars for the installation of wheelchair hoists to Kalgoorlie taxi 
operators? 

(7) If no to (6), why not? 

(8) Will the Minister change the Department of Planning and Infrastructure policy to ensure that country 
multi purpose taxi operators are eligible for the $15 000 dollar capital grant for the installation of a 
wheelchair hoist in the same way as metropolitan operators? 

(9) If no to (8), why not? 

(10) Can the Minister state how many wheelchair taxi operators are currently operating in the Kalgoorlie 
area? 

(11) If no to (10), why not? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied: 

(1)-(2) Please refer to answer given to QON 2479. 

(3)-(5) It should also be noted that there are additional factors that make operating MPTs in the metropolitan 
area different from the country. These include the requirements for newer vehicles to be modified to a 
higher standard in the metropolitan area compared to the country. Metropolitan drivers can be directed 
to take non-viable trips and must meet a minimum quota of 60 wheelchair trips per month. These 
requirements do not apply in the country. 

(6)-(9) Please refer to answer given to QON 2479. 

(10) There are two wheelchair accessible taxis operating in Kalgoorlie. 

(11) N/A. 

__________ 
 


